Grand Rapids Downtown + River
Transformation Tour

MAP Conference 2024
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Itinerary

Stop Directions Talking Points Station Time Speaker Handout(s)
Location
Amway Depart from lobby level of Amway Grand (Pearl Welcome and introductions 1:00-1:05pm Jay e  River Planning History
Grand Street) Framing River redevelopment as central to Mark
(#1) downtown “project” of Grand Rapids 2-min walk to #2 | Andy
throughout history Matt
Lyon Square | Walk north on Riverwalk to Lyon Square Discuss vision for Lyon Square 1:07-1:15pm Mark e LyonSquare
(#2) Andy e  Grand River Workforce
3-min walk to #3 Collaborative initiative
Pearl Bridge | Head south toward Pearl Street Bridge Discuss River Edge Trail Improvements 1:18-1:25pm Matt e JWto Blue Bridge River
(#3) Look to the southeast and discuss Julie Edge
ampbhitheater project 2-min walk to #4 e  Amphitheater
Public Finish crossing bridge and arrive at museum Discuss Public Museum renovation 1:27-1:32pm Jay e  Public Museum
Museum Matt
(#4) 1-min walk to #5
Ah-Nab- Cross street to Ah-Nab-Awen Park and head Highlight Lower Reach Project area (Fultonto | 1:28-1:38pm Matt e LowerReach
Awen Park north to Bridge Street (take low path along river Bridge) Jay e  Ah-Nab-Awen Park
(#5) as you proceed north) Highlight recent flood protection 10-min walk to #6
improvements in the park
Point out Ford Museum & President Ford and
Mrs. Ford’s burial site.
Stop at plaque: talk about Indigenous People
and plans for the improvement to Ah-Nab-
Awen Park
Bridge Street | Turn left on Bridge and head west Rezoning of westside to facilitate activity 1:48-1:53pm Mark
Corridor Success of Bridge Street corridor (Bridge
(#6) Street Market; New Holland; Mixed-Use 3-min walk to #7
buildings, etc.)
Soccer Turn left on Summer walk to Blumrich to Discuss future soccer stadium 1:56-2:06pm Julie e  Soccer Stadium
Stadium Site | consider soccer stadium site Las Canchas + community garden Mark
(#7) (redeveloping parking into community; active | 75-minwalkto #8 | Andy

uses)
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ltinerary (cont.)

Attendees can either take DASH back to
hotel
Or stay at City Built for a drink and snack

10-minute bus
back to Amway

20-min walk back

Fish Ladder | Turnnorth at Bridgewater Place and head to Fish | ¢  General site update, why the dam was built, 2:19-2:30pm Matt Fish Ladder Park
Park Ladder Park how it serves as lamprey barrier Jay 555 Monroe
(#8) e  Lamprey giveaway! (trivia) 5-min walk to #9 Andy
e  View 555 Monroe - highlight land acquisition Mark
and temporary programming; future vision
6" St. Bridge | Walk north along the Riverwalk then cross the e  Upper Reach update (Bridge to Ann) 2:35-2:45pm Jay River for All
(#9) River onto the bridge e Discuss River For All planning process Matt
e Discuss Water Quality Monitoring Station 5-min walk to #10
e Highlight limestone bedrock rapids
e  Point out flood walls and no access
e Discuss levee naturalization and change in
flood protection
Canal Park Walk back north into Canal Park up to kiosk e Development of North Monroe since rezoning | 2:50-2:59pm Jay Canal Park River Edge
(#10) to CC: Embassy Suites, Corewell building, Matt Coldbrook
etc. 1-min walk to #11 | Mark Water Dept Storage Yard
e Hill + River discussion Andy Hill + River
e  Discussion of Grand River Overlay + height Julie
amendments to facilitate construction of
riverwalk and access to it
City Built Cross street to arrive at City Built ° Discussion of Grand River Network 3:00pm Andy Grand River Greenway
(#11) e Designation of Grand River as water trail Mark Lower Grand River

Water Trail

Tour guides:

e Jay Steffen, City of Grand Rapids

Andy Guy, DGRI
Mark Miller, DGRI
Matthew Chapman, GRWW

e Julie Tschirhart, Progressive Companies
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Grand River Planning History

1923  City Beautiful Movement
1963  Urban Renewal

1978  Grand River Edges

2002  Master Plan (Urbanism New or Old) GREEN
2004 Bicycle and Pedestrian Facilities Plan GRAND RAPIDS
2005  Neighborhood Pattern Workbook
2007 Form-Based Zoning Ordinance @ ggﬁwfgﬁg
2011 Green Grand Rapids (MP Update) ~ . . .
2013 Michigan Street Corridor Plan

2015 GR Forward

2016  Vital Streets Plan

2017  Parks and Rec. Strategic Master Plan
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Lyon Square

e Create a flexible, four seasons
space that brings people together and
connects them to their context.

e Fstablish a memorable destination
that promotes culture of engagement
and inclusion.

 Create a comfortable, shared place for
pedestrians and vehicles in an equitable
environment.
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Welcome

Create curiosity that entices
== ismimNas pedestrians along Monroe Avenue
el L I LIk LT T =1 1,'.\7&|.A"| ——
— NI i e to venture down Lyon Street
towards the River.




Engage

Provide a space for people

that emphasizes context and
acknowledges the unigueness that
makes Grand Rapids what it is.
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Converge

At the river’s edge create a
destination for people to gather,
socialize, and appreciate how
amazing it is to be in Grand
Rapids.







Grand River Workforce Collaborative
Initiative

Grand River Workforce Collaborative partners joined forces to
create, foster, or elevate workforce and training opportunities on
Grand River development sites. By utilizing Awareness & Equity as the
foundation, GRWFC will educate and engage community members
while also providing opportunities for economic stability and
economic development.

Partners
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Landscape Apprenticeship

In partnership with Rockwell Earthworks, the Landscape
Apprenticeship was established. Recruitment included intentional
neighborhoods and organizations of focus and the opportunity age of
18-24-years of age. Participants will gain skills in the 24-month
Department of Labor Apprenticeship that includes horticulture,
architecture, and construction components. The beginning wages for
participants are $17 and on a staggering scale up to $22. Upon
completion, the 10 participants will receive a D.O.L. Landscaping
Certification.

L] [ ]
Apprentice Information
Applicants Ethnicity Age Age
. B5% Elackafri.:an - 66%- 18-24 Years Old 445 of Mt
. participants are
10 were selected Amencan .« T%-25-30 Years Old from the City's
::;I‘i’::r:’g * 33% White/Caucasian L T Neighborhoods of Focus

+ TI% Hispanic, Latinx, or
Spanish Origin
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Design Element: Constructed Riffles
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Design Element: Boulder Arch Structures




Design Element: Emergent Habitat Boulders
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+— RESTROOM WITH MENS, WOMENS,

CIRCLE PLAZA WITH MOVEABLE ~—— EXISTING STREET LIGHTING
PUBLIC SEAYING AND UNET PAVERS BULDING TO REMAIN AND FAMILY UNITS [+/ 640 SF)
EXISTING PLUM GROVE
SCULPTURE AND TREE ‘
EXISTING CONCRETE PAVILION REMOVED.
UTIIZE SPACE FOR BKE PARKING AND
SUPPORT FACILITIES

SPRIT OF SOUDARTY
FOUNTAINTO REMAN

L& =T
&0
X N
NATWE PLANTING LANDSCAPE BEDS, TYP,

DANCE CIRCLE PLAZA WITH MEDIONE
WHEEL INLAY, SEATWALL AND UNIT PAVERS

PARK GATEWAY SIGN AND
LANDSCAPE TREATMENT
CIRCLE PLAZA WITH MOVEABLE
PUBLIC SEATING AND LINIT
eSS SUSPENDED LIGHT ORCLE, TYR
- EX. BRIDGE ABUTMENT WALL

PEARL STREET

X STONE SEAT STEP
RIVER ACCESS TO FENAIN - 3
- .
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City of Grand Rapids, Michigan
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View from Blumrich and
Winter (looking SE)
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555 Monroe - Existing




- .

. Mu® 39
‘T.‘_ 5 g
-

-
v -~

|

555 Monroe - Proposed



* What is a “River for All”’ and why REIMAGINING THE RIVER
: is it important?

RIVER FOR ALL
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Canal Park River Edge
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Water Depot Storage Yard — Existing “a ? e
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PROJECT COMPONENTS Hill + River Network

AREAS OF WORK

1. Street Improvements

Division & lonia
reconfiguration and linear
park

Streetscape and mobility
improvements throughout HILLSIDE PARK
Monroe North

2. Hill Side Park . e

3. Rail Tunnel

Connect from the
neighborhood down the
steep slope.

Connection from Hastings
down the hill side.

) : RAIL TUNNEL
Pedestrian / non-motorized . @

connection from Bond
under the highway to MSU
property for public access.

5 smithgroup.com Downtown Grand Rapids Hill and River Network: CONCEPT DESIGN SM ITH G Rou P
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Riverside Park North

Boat Launch Lot - #3
2001 Monroe Ave, Grand Rapids, 49505
City of Grand Rapids
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Riverside Park Middle

Boat Launch Lot - #2
2001 Monroe Awe, Grand Rapids, 48505
City of Grand Rapids
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