
Build MI Communities Grant Initiative 

Thursday, September 26 | 11:00AM – 12:30PM 



p e o p l e    p l a c e    p r o j e c t s



Goals
Review MEDC’s BMC initiative and eligible projects01

02 Review completed BMC projects  

Learn best practices for cultivating a strong ecosystem for 
successful emerging developers03



The Build MI Community (BMC) Grant is an 
initiative designed to promote private 
investment by emerging developers with 
limited real estate development 
experience. 

Administered by the Michigan Economic 
Development Corporation (MEDC), this tool 
provides access to real estate development 
gap financing for small scale, incremental 
development projects.

BMC Program Intent

Serve developers and 
property owners with limited 
real estate development 
experience.

Reactivation of underutilized 
or vacant space into vibrant 
areas. 

Position emerging 
developers to undertake 
more complex projects in 
the future. 



Eligible 
Applicants 

Limited commercial and/or mixed-use 
development experience.

Not previously awarded other MEDC 
financial tools.

An interest to scale-up real estate 
development skill-set to undertake more 
complex projects in the future.



Award Structure + Funding

Grant disbursements 
follow development 
milestones with 50% 
of the award being 
awarded at closing 
and remaining 50% 
at construction 
completion.

Applicants may also 
be eligible for up to 
$35,000 in additional 
funding, for real 
estate development 
training and/or 
technical assistance.

Approximately 30% 
of funding will be set 
aside for 
communities with 
populations of 
15,000 or less.

Grants range 
between $50,000 - 
$350,000.



Project Considerations

Design Build Green Tech Hub, Detroit

Supports the revitalization of traditional downtowns or 
traditional commercial corridors. 

Supports greater density and vibrancy.

Encourages reuse of vacant or underutilized properties 
located in and contributing to a vibrant walkable mixed-use 
district.

Aligns with local vision and goals identified in a master plan, 
downtown plan, capital improvements plan and/or economic 
development strategy.

Demonstrates project readiness (local approval, public 
support, secured financing and market demand).



Local and Regional Impact
+ Community financially supports the 

project.
+ Located in a Redevelopment Ready, 

Michigan Main Street, or Certified Local 
Government community.

+ Project incorporates local developers 
championing local investment, including 
those developers with limited experience.

+ Project serves as a catalyst within the 
community, fostering additional 
development and investment.

+ Project uses (including residential) align 
with local market needs.

Secondary Project 
Considerations

Place
+ Project incorporates strong human-centric design 

principles and will contribute to the investment’s long-
term value through holistic rehabilitation of the site.

+ Project demonstrates universal design standards.
+ Project includes the preservation and rehabilitation of 

a historic resource.
+ Project positively contributes to the pedestrian 

experience and considers access to multimodal 
transportation options.

+ Project leverages or increases public space, physical 
and social infrastructure.

+ Project meets a third-party certification for green 
building standards.
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1326 18th Street
DESIGN-BUILD GREEN HUB, DETROIT





Fostering Successful 
Entrepreneurial  Ecosystems

Streamline 
development review 
processes. How can 
you make the 
process more 
accessible and 
transperant? Can you 
facilitate 
administrative 
reviews for by-right 
uses? 

Modernize your 
Zoning Ordinance. 
Can you update 
development 
regulations that have 
direct cost 
implications on 
projects? 

Be a strong 
community 
connector.  Who are 
the local, regional, 
and state partners 
you can call on to 
support emerging 
developers? 

Give patient 
guidance. Can you 
dedicate a point-
person and time to 
work closely with 
emerging 
developers? Can you 
effectively 
community your 
community’s 
redevelopment 
vision? 



Local Brownfield Revolving Fund
GRAND RAPIDS



Building Expo: Blueprints and Basics
DEARBORN



Developer Round Tables 
MARQUETTE



Resources

https://www.miplace.org/programs/



Resources

https://www.miplace.org/developers/



Resources



millerm83@michigan.org

Mackenzie Miller
Senior Community 

Development Manager

penas@michigan.org

Stephanie Peña
Senior Community Planner
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